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MINUTES 

Montana Fish and \Vildlire Video-Conference Commission Meeting 

F\VP Heudl)Uurters - Helena, MT 

March 10,2016 

Commission Members Present via video: Richard Stuker Vice-Chairman. Gary Wolfe 
Richard Kerstein via telephone 
Matt Tounlotte Helena Headquarters 

Fish. Wildli fe & Porks Stoff Present: Jeff Hagencr. Director and FWP Staff. 

Guests: March 10,2016 · Sec Commission file folder for sign-in sheet. 

Topics of Discussion: 
1. Cull to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Approval of Minutes of the March 10,2016 Commission Meeting 
3. Approval of Commission Expenses 
4. Commission Reports 
S. Director's Report 
6. Montana Radio Company LLC Request to Place and Operate Radio Tower on FWP Land-Final 
7. Future Fisheries Project Approvals - Final 
8. Drowns Lake Fishing Access Site Lease Renewal- Finol 
9. Ruby Rh'er Fishing Access Site Lease Renewals - Final 
10. Cabinet Gorge Reservoir Bridge Construction Closure - Final 
11. Trout Creek Fishing Season Exception - Final 
12. Establish HD 217 Elk B License {Inadvertently Omitted from Original Regulation Propnsall-Final 
13. Peregrine Falcon Falconry Take - Final 
14. Keep Cool Hills Management Biennial Agreement - Final 
15. Canyon Creek \Vildlife Management Area Addition Specimen Creek Donation (R3)-Endorsement 
16. Machler Conserl'ation Easement (R4) - Endorsement 
17. Rumney Foothills Conservation Easement (R4) - Endorsement 
18. Raths Conservation Easement (RS) - Endorsement 
19. Tiger Ridge Conservation Easement (R6) - Endorsement 
20. Public Comment - For Issues Not On This Agenda 

1. Cali tn Order - Pledge of Aliegiance 
Vice·Chairman Stuker called the meeting Lo order at 8:31 a,m, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. Approval of Minutes of the February 11,2016 Commission Meeting 
Actioll: Commissioller TOIlr/lotte moped alld Commissioner Wolfe secollded Ihe IIIolioll 10 approve Ihe 
millllies ofille Febrllary 11,2016, as amellded. JWolioll passed. 

3. Approval of Commission Expenses 
AClion: COlllmissioller TOIlr/lotte moped alld COlllmissioller Wolfe secollded tile IIIolioll 10 approve Ille 
Febrllary 2016 Commissioll expellses. JWOtiOIl passed. 

4. Commission Reports 
Vice-Chairman Stuker reported he attended the final Finding Common Ground meeting: committee sent 
recommendations to the Department; participants seemed to have a better understanding of each other's 
concerns, Attended a Block Management appreciation dinner in Havre; well attended; a number of Block 
Management participants received 20.year awards. Attended the first Private Land Public Wildlife 
(PLPW) meeting, Received several calls regarding shoulder seasons, 

Commissioner Wolfe - inaudible 

Commissioner Kerstein - inaudible 
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Commissioner Tourtlotte received a thank you note from the Navr.uil family. and other correspondence from constituents th3nking the 
Commission for keeping the eilSCment moving forward. 

S. Director~s Report 
Director Hagener updated the Commission on the Grizzly Bear tlelisting; will have work session in May to discuss a proposal. 
Memorandum of Agreement and regulatory mechanisms. The PLPW held its first meeting: I I new and 6 returning members: in the 
process of looking at possihle proposed legislation; good meeting. Working on legislative prep work. Problems with the Bighole
Beaverhead Rules. Pfl.ocipitation forecast looks more positive; still questionable. Issues with Tribes and Tribal Treaty Hunts; annual 
Tribal meeting will he held in May. Elk permit deadline is March 15: encourages everyone to apply early. 

6. Montuna Rudio Compuny LLC RCllucst to Pluce und Operute Rudio Tower on FWP Land - Final 
Gary Benellolli. Region 4 Supervisor, explained in 2014 Montana Radio Company (MRC) approachet.l FWP with a requesl for 
consit.leration to place a 499 foot radio tower on the buue ahove the Great Falls Spon Shooting Complex (GFSSC) which is owned by 
FWP. MRC has obtained all pertinent permits and approvals including those from FAA. Cascade County. and Malmslrom AFB. An 
Environmental Assessment (EA) was completed and released for puhlic review and comment; three comments were received. one 
opposed. one fllvored. and one was neutral and more inrormational; there were no public comments received aner Commission 
endorsement at their December Meeting, FWP and MRC met with the GFSSC members and the opt ions and alternatives were assessed. 
and concluded Ihe Tower would not be problematic to the Complex purpose or users. If approved by the Commission. all revenue 
generJled from a contmctual agn .. -cment would be placed in the FWP Real Propcny Trust account. FWP has done due diligence to assure 
all details arc asscssed. and has (.ir!velorx.-d a contractual agrecment for usc of FWP property by MRC; the usc will consist of construction. 
operation and maintenance of a communication tower, the proposed location has two existing communication towers aoo a small 
huilt.ling present; placing another tower in Ihis location will provide Fort Benton and surrounding communities with rddio service and 
station reception from MRC. 

Actio,,: Cm",,,issioller Kersleill moved alld COlllmissioller Tour/toile seconded Ille 1II0lifJII IlIalllle Commission approve Ille lise of 
FWI' lallds/or Ille CfJIlStrllClifJIl and operalioll tJ/ all allllf", radio lower on Fislt, Wildlife & Parks priJperly adjacenllo lite Greal Falls 
SpiJr/S SlumlillS: Complex, alld negotiale a cOlllracl helwee" Fislr, Wildlife & I'arks alld MOllialla Radio emllpany. 

Vice·Chairman Stuker asked for public comment 

Aclioll Oil Moliml: M'Jlioll passed. 

7. Fulure Fisheries Projecl Approvals - Final 
Bruce Rich. Fisheries Administrator. explained the Future Fisheries Improvement Program continues to provide funds for projects that 
restore fishery hahitats in streams. rivers and lakes for the benefit of wild fisheries. Applications are reviewed twice each year by the 14-
member Citizen Review Panel (CRP) appointL"t! by the Governor. Recommendations arc forwarded to the Commission every six months 
for considernlion and approval. For Ihe Winter 2016 funding cycle. the CRP recommended funding 14 of 17 submiuet.l proposals at a 
progrJm cosl of $458.508.20, Matching funds or in-lr:.ind contributions from outside sources total more than S3.81 million. for a nearly 9-
to- I match. Rankings arc based OR: benefits to native fish ; public benefits; importance oC the water body; long-term efCectiveness: 
benefits relative to cost: and cost share. Public comment was solicited for progmm funding opportunities via news releases. a public 
meeting. and information posted on FWP's website; no comments were received. EAs were prepared for 2 of the 14 projects 
recommended for funding; of the remaining 12. I project fell under a categorical exclusion. 6 have been or will be assessed under the 
federal National Environmental Policy Act. and 5 have been or will be completed via other processes. The comment period for dmfled 
EAs ended February 7; 2 comments were received. both supponed the projects. FWP recommends the Commission approve the funding 
recommendations as submitted by the CRP. Completion of these projects would benefit wild fish populations. The Committee's ranking 
oC the Future Fisheries Projects approved for funding by the CRP during the Winter 2016 funding cycle are as follows: (Balded projects. 
fall under the Native Species Enhancemem Program (RIT dollars); non-bolded projects fall under the Future Fisheries Improvement 
Program (License dollars»: 

AppUcauon • • Rankl",lcoreJI 

$10.000.00 14 
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Actio,,: Commissioller Wolfe moved and Commissioner rourl/tllte seconded the motion 'ltat lite Commiss;IJll approve the Citiztll 
Review Palltl/Ilndillg reCOlnllll!IJdatiollS for Ihe WillieI' 20J6jlwding cycle of tile Flltllre Fisheries Improvement Program. 

Commissioner Wolfe and Rich. discusSt.'d the thn..-c projects not recommended for funding ; English George Crcl!k Fish Barrier. Gallatin 
River Habitat Improvement. Willow Creek Riparian Fencing. 

Commissioner Tourtlottc and Michelle McGree. FWP Habitat Rcslonllion Program Officer. discussed the attributes for the success of 
m<uching dollars for this cycle. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Aclitm all Alatioll: Alotion passed. 

8. Browns Luke Fishing Access Site Lease Renewal- Finnl 
Bruce Rich, Fisheries Administrator, explained FWP has leased the Browns Lake property in Region 2 from the current landowner since 
1992, and would like to continue leasing this site for a fcc of $15.000 annually for a 10-year term. For many years, FWP had a 
gentleman's agreement with the landowner. Since 1992. several lease renewals have occurred in cooperation and negotiations with the 
landowner. FWP owns property on Browns Lake. it is not developed and the boat access is not as good. Most of the lake shoreline is 
shallow with a soft lake bcd. making it difficullto launch larger water crafL The leased property provides the best boat ramp location on 
the lake and trees for shade and camping. Improvements include two vault latrines. camp sites and a boat ramp. The latest Angler 
Pressure Report indicates the lake receives over 13.000 <logIer days per year. The fishery is for Rainbow Trout that are stocked by FWP; 
growth and size of the trout is excelh:nt The lease is important to maintaining the current level of boating ;:md angling access to the lake. 
The current agreement underwent an EA without seeking public comment; unsolicited comment strongly fa\'ors renewing the lease. 

Act;o,,: COlllm;nitmer WfJlfe moped alld Comm;ssim,er Kersleill seconded lire mol;oll Ilrallhe Com",iss;oll apprope lire proposed 
Omwlls Lake FAS lease fee of $15,000 allllllally for a le,,·ycar lerm. 

Commissioner Wolfe and Rich discussed property FWP owns on Browns Lake. 

Vice·Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Acl;mJ OIlI\l(It;IJII: Motioll passed. 

9. Ruby Rh'er Fishin~ Access SHe Lease Renewals - Finnl 
Bruce Rich. Fisheries Administrator. explained since 1997 FWP has leased three properties on the Ruby River from three separate 
landowners; public notice was provided and puhlic comment was solicilcd at that time. During this period. scveral lease renewals have 
occurred in cooperation and negotiations with the various landowners. but the leases have been continuous without a lapse in public 
access. In the most recent negotiations Trout Unlimited has offered to panner with the landowners 10 tcmporarily increase the lease 
payment to each orlhe landowners over the nextthrcc to fi\'e years. Without these thrL"C leases. public access would be restrich.-d on the 
Ruby River. Tht! only 01 her puhlic access sites on the river are on DNRC sites al the base of the Ruby Dam and the Vigilante Fishing 
Access Site (FAS) located betwecn the Dam ilnd the community of Alder. Another benefit to anglers is all three landowners offer a 
corridor of public 3CCt!SS along their respective river reaches within their propeny that ranges from 50 ft. wide 10 100ft. wide. providing 
easier access for negotiating the brushy river bollom. The Department's recommendation is to renew the Ruby River FAS leases at the 
negotiated amount of $7.000 annually per FAS. for a five-year term. 

Acl;on: COlllmissioller Wolfe moped alld Commissioner Kerste;1I secollded tile 11101;011 Illat tire Commiss;oll apprope lire proposed 
Rllby R;per FAS lease fees of$7,000 allllllally per lamlolPller forajipe.yenr lenn. 

Vice·Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Act;oll Oil 1\10Iioll: I\lotion passed. 

10. Cabinet Gorge Reservoir Bridge Construction Closure - Final 
Bruce Rich. Fisheries Administrator. explained The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) aJong with their contractor, Dick 
Anderson Construction. is replacing the existing Heron Road bridge across Cabinet Gorge Reservoir on the Clark Fork River. Due to 
required construction means and methods. along with safety concerns. the Ot!partmcnl is requesting a 72 hour closure of the waters 
approximately 1.500' upstream and downstream rrom Ihe work site. During this 72 hour closure period. an approximately 320' long 
barge will be blocking the majority of the navigable waterway. The work taking place during this time period will create substantial 
hazards for waterway users. and any wakes or water disturbances will increase potential hazards; il safesl for the MOT personnel. 
construction employees. and the public for these walers to be closed during this openuion, The Contmclor will be responsible for posting 
closure notifications at the Sanders County Heron boat ramp. Big Eddy boat ramp and the Bull Rh'cr boat ramp and on both banks 
approximately 1.500' upstream and downstream of thl.! structure work; two steady burn lights will be allached to each sign; notification 
will also be posted with the local newspaper and the local radio station. and be issued approximately two to four weeks prior to the 
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closure. Environmental docum!:ntation has been prepared and the project qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion in compliance with the 
Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) and Federal Highway Administration (FHA) requirements. 

Aclioll: C""'lIIissitmer lVolfe moved alld Commissioller TOllrtlolte secollded tire motiollihat tire Cmmllil'S/oli propuse a olle-illstallce 
rille allilrorizilig FWP, ill cOllsultalioll willr lire local Fislr alld Wildlife Commissioller, 10 lemporarily close a portioll of lite Cabillel 
Gflrg~ Reservflir Ifl address public safely CImcerllS reialed I" lite repair oftlte Hermt Road Bridge acn,ss lite Cabillel Gflrge Reservoir 
dllring lite cOllslrllclilm seasoll ill 2016. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Aclio" 011 Molio,,: MoliolJ passed. 

11 . Trout Creek Fishing Season Exception - Final 
Bruce Rich , Fisheries Administrator, explained in 2015 the Department reviewed and recommended changes to the Montana State 
Fishing regulations, which were approved by the Commission in December 2015. During this process, the default Centr.ll District 
Standard fishing season to leave rivers and streams open to angling all year was reworded. This change eliminated the need to list over 
40 different exceptions for various streams, but knew some water bodies would need to be listed as new exceptions to preserve the 
protections already in place. The 2016 regulations are set to go into effect on March 1.2016. but it has been found that regulations didn't 
include a seasonal closure exception for Trout Creek in the 2015 process. opening this important trout spawning tributary that joins 
Hauser Reservoir near Helena to angling earlier than was intended. Spawning fish in this stream are particularly vulnerable to angling 
because the stream is relatively small. is located near a larger urban center, and is readily accessible from a public roadway. Rainbow 
Trout are already staging downstream and will soon enter the stream to spawn. To avoid unintended harm to these fish. the Department is 
asking to enact a seasonal stream closure that would allow angling from the third Saturday in May through November 30 each year. For 
2016. the stream would be signed. public notice provided on the FWP website. and all appropriate media outlets. The regulation 
exception will be incorporated in the 2017 Montana State Fishing Regulations. Public comment was solicited: no comments were 
received. 

Acl;o,,: Commissioller lVolfe moved a"d Cmllmissioller Tourllotte seconded Ihe molil'" Ihal lite COlllmissitm approve lite 
recmnmended fisiting seastJIl exceplion for Tn",' Creek It' aUow allglillg from lite Iltird Salllrday ill May tl"lIIlglt Nflvt mber 30 each 
year. 

Vlcc~Chai rman Sluker asked fo r public comment. 

Actioll 011 MoliOll : Mono" passed. 

12. Establish HD 217 Elk B License (Inadvertently Omitted from Originul Regulalion Proposul) - Final 
John Vore. Game Management Bureau Chief, explained an important proposal 10 establish a 217-01 elk B License (quota 200, range 50 -
500), for the new hunting district (HD) 217 to be valid for archery duri ng the archery-only season. the general and a late shoulder season, 
and to run untU February 15 was inadvertently left out of the elk master list which the Commission considered in February. The 
proposed B licenses are an important part of the management scenario for thl! new HD that has been agreed to wi th area landowners and 
has been velled with FWP Region 2 staff, area sporting groups and area landowners. 

Aclio,,: Com",issimter Wolfe lIIoved alld Commissioner TOllrtlotte seconded lite motiollihallit~ Commission eslablish lite 217-()J B 
Ucellse witlt a qllola of200 and a qllola rallge of 50 to 500for 2016 and 2(}J7 elk I"mting seasolls as presenled by FWP. 

Commissioner Wolfe stated this item was pat! of the strategy prior to the February Commission meeting and is on important component 
in addressing the elk issue in HD 217. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

AClimt Oil MOlimt : Moff,,,, passed. 

13. Peregrine Fulcon Falconry Take - Finul 
Ken McDonald, Wildlife Administrator. explained the U.S. Fish and Wildli fe Servic( (FWS) delisted peregrine falcons in 1999 when 
there were less than 30 known occupied territories in Montana. Monitoring since this time has shown steady increases in the number of 
nesting pairs and production of young. primarily in western Montana. In 2015. the Montana Peregrine Institute reported 129 active 
territories. the highest number reported since surveys began in 1994 and Ihe highest reproductive rate recorded since 1994 or 2.4 
young/active territories. The take proposed here is based on the 2012 productivity estimate of 203 young fledged and the agreed to take 
of no more Ihan 5 percent of annual productivity described in FWP's 2007 Final EA. From 2008 through 201 I a total of 42 falconers 
applied for 18 permits and 5 birds were taken. In the 2012-13 and 2014-15 biennium. take operated under a IO-bird quota for resident 
falconers. with I permit for nonresident falconers; 7 birds were taken including the allowed nonresident take in the 2012-13 biennium 
and 3 residents took birds during the 2014-15 biennium. FWP received 64 comments; 33 rrom Montana residents .lOd 31 from non
residents; 60 comments were generally in favor, many suggested FWP increase allowable lake and/or lengthen the season of take; 2 
comments were opposed. Based on findings in FWP's 2007 Final EA and the history o f peregrine take. FWP proposes the Commission: 
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authorize resident take of 10 nestling or fledged peregrines through a quota system during the 2016·17 biennium; authorize non-resident 
take of I nestling or nedged peregrine through a 2016-17 permit; restrict take to June I - August 31; limillakc to one peregrine per year 
per falconer; impose a 2-ycar waiting period for any falconer successful in laking a peregrine; allow only general or master falconers to 
take peregrines; prohibit take from eastern Montana to encourage expansion of the breeding population: prohibit take from certain nests 
of high value wildlife viewing opportunity andlor part of on-going agency approved research efforts (current list of closed-ta-take nests = 
8); prohibit the sale. barter or exchange of birds from the wild. 

Actiml: Commissioller Tourtlotte moved alld COlllmi.'isilmer Kersteill secollded the IIIotioll that the Commissioll approve FWP's 
reclIIlllllelldatioll to authorize the take of lip tl} 10 peregrille falcolls for falcollry purposes by residellts a"d olle peregrille falcoll for 
falcollry purposes by 1I0nresidents durillg the 2016 - 2017 take period. 

Commissioner Kerstein and McDonald discussed non-resident/resident status and issues. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Actio" IJIl IUotio,,: Motioll passed. 

14. Keep Cool Hills Management Biennial Agreement - Final 
Ken McDonald. Wildlife Administrator. stated there arc issues that need to be resolved between the landowner and the Depnrtment and 
as such request the Keep Cool Hills Management Biennial Agreement be tabled and revisited at a Imer date. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker stated no objections were mnde by the Commission; agendn item is tnbled. 

15. Canyon Creek \Vildlife l\'lanugement Area Addition Specimen Creek Donation (RJ) - Endorsement 
Ken McDonnld. Wildlife Administrator. explained the Specimen Creek Property donation would add approximntely 700 acres of 
importnnt wildlife habitat to the northern border of the Canyon Creek Wildlife Management Area (WMA); the property would increase 
the size of the WMA roughly 30 percent. The Innd has high conservation values and is adjncent to FWP and U.S. Forest Service (FS) 
Innds. Accepting donation of the property will require additionnl weed control and perimeter fencing to bring the property up to WMA 
standards. The primary goal is to expand wildlife habitat and further protect a strenm corridor containing native westslope cutthroat 
trout. while maintaining public access to public lands in a strategic location. The parcel. like the existing Canyon Creek WMA. provides 
hunting opportunity for mule deer and elk. winter range for mule deer and moose. and spring. summer and fall range for all three of these 
big game species. Grizzly and blnck bear. wolves. Cnnada lynx. wolverine. bobcnt. etc .• utilize the area. and this parcel falls within the 
Continental Divide wildlife movement corridor between the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) nnd areas further south. 
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) approached FWP asking if the Department would be willing to mnnage the property; 
RMEF is working on a variety of funding requests in order secure the land; no Habitat Montana dollars arc involved; restrictions do not 
apply. Upon Commission endorsement. FWP will solicit public review. comments and analysis. 

Actioll: ClJIlllllissioller Wolfe moved and COllllllissilmer Kerstein secollded the motioll that the Commissioll endorse Ihis additioll to 
Canyoll Creek Wildlife Management Area, allowillg the Department to proceed withfllrtlter work Oil this project. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Mike Mueller. RMEF. encouraged by sportsmen to look at this property: location is strntegic; would improve and enhance access to over 
5.000 acres of public land. 

Nick Ge\ok, Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF), commends RMEF for taking the lead; good for all kinds of wildlife; great project; 
supports endorsement. 

Actio" 011 l\lotiOlr: 1\lotiOlI passed. 

16. I\'lnchler Consenration Easement (R4) - Endorsement 
Ken McDonald. Wildlife Administrator. explained FWP seeks Commission endorsement to purchase a Conservation Easement (CE) to 
protect wildlife habitat. ensure agricultural production. and provide public access to the Maehler Property. The CE would encompass 
approximately 2.700 acres of unbroken sagebrush-grassland hnbitat in HD 417. The area is within sage-grouse core area. and has nine 
active sage-grouse leks within four miles. The Machler property is part of a larger landscape key to maintaining viable populations of 
sage grouse. and providing important sharp-tailed grouse. mule deer. pronghorn. and native non·game species habitat. The property 
adjoins 1.920 acres of DNRC lands currently inaccessible to the public. Mark Mm;hler seeks to sell his property but wants to insure it is 
conserved in perpetuity: Machler approached FWP about plncing a CE on the ranch prior to selling to an interested neighbor. Both 
Machler and the interested buyer have been explained the terms and processes of CEs and are willing to work with the Department on 
developing. Mr. Machler has demonstrated a favorable history in working with the Department. nnd owns other lands with a CEo The 
CE would conserve agriculture and wildlife habitat. and provide public access to the property's Innds nnd adjncent public lands. 
Endorsement by the Commission would allow FWP to proceed further with landowner negotiations and to conduct necessary analyses 
and public re\iew processes. Habitnt Montana funds would be the primary funding source for the project. 

708 



Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting 
March 10,2016 

Page 6 0[7 

Actioll: Commissioller Tourllot/e moved alld Commissioller Wlllfe secllllded tile mlliioll Ihallhe Commissioll elldorse Ille Macl,lt:r 
Properly C'Jllservalioli Easemelll, allowilJg FlVP III prllceed willr/lIrlher wllrk Imillis projecl. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker stated he fully supports these types of projects. 

CommissionerTourt loUe slated this is a good project with valuable sage-grouse habitat and the high concentration of leks. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Nick Gevok. MWF. strongly supports endorsement; great for sage-grouse habitat. 

Aclioll 1111 MIJlilll': Motilll' passed. 

17. Rumney Foothills Conservation Easement (R4) - Endorsement 
Ken McDonald. Wildlife Administrator. explained the Department is seeking endorsement to pursue CEs on 7.512 acres of intermountain 
foothill grassland habitat on two parcels (3.423 and 4.089 acres) within the Rumney Ranch ncar Cascade. The Rumney family is 
interested in selling a CE to FWP to streamline and potentially expand their livestock operation, and to conserve and possibly enhance 
wildlife habitat while maintaining public nccess. The foothill grasslnnds. which arc intermixed with ripnrinn and shrub habitats. arc 
priority habitats for maintaining stable populations of elk, mule and white-tailed deer, antelope. sharp-tailed and forest grouse, furbearers 
and other nntive species. including several species of concern. The mountain foothill nalive rangeland is some of the best big game 
winter range, year round habitat. and sharp-tailed grouse habitat in the area. The two parcels cumulatively consist of 11.75 miles of 
native riparian creek habitats and arc tributaries of the Missouri River. Upon endorsement. appropriate analysis. public review processes, 
and negotiations will be conducted. Habitat Montana funds would be the primary funding source for the project. 

Aclio,,: ClllllmissitJller Kersle;" IIIIIved alld Vice-Clrainllall Slllker secllllded Ille ","tillll Ilraillre Cllllllllis.'iillll elldllrse Ille Rum"ey 
Rallcll Fllllilrilis Cm,servalilm Easemelll prtJjecl, allowillg FWP I(J proceed willl/llriher work mllhis prlJject. 

Vice-Chairman Stuker asked for public comment. 

Nick Gevok. MWF. this CE could leave a working rnnch on the landscape: supports endorsement. 

Aclil'" Oil Molioll: MolIl'" passed. 

18. Raths Conservation Easement (RS) - Endorsement 
Ken McDonnld. Wildlife Administmtor. explained the Rath's property comprises approximately J 1.500 acres of private land in HD 530. 
The property consists of approximately 9.800 acres of native sagebruSh grassland. 300 acres of ponderosa pine ridges, and 600 acres 
herbaceous marsh along Currant and Merrills Spring Creeks; and adjoins 1,920 ncres of DNRC land of which 640 acres nre not publicly 
accessible. Native habitats on the ranch are key to maintaining sage·grouse, mule deer, white· taih!d deer. antelope, Merriam's turkey, 
sharp-tailed grouse. phensants. furbenrer and native species popUlations. The property includes high qualhy big game winter range and 
core sage· grouse habitnt. including a lek with the highest male nuendance; an FWP research project in the vicinity has confirmed 
extensive sage~grouse use of this property. The property is mnnaged as a working cattle ranch. and the landowner nnd his family want to 
provide quality wildlife hnbitat. while mnintaining their livelihood under the terms of a CEo A CE on this property would conserve a 
variety of vnluable wildlife habitnt types, prevent fragmentation from conversion or other land usc changes. and provide public 
recreattonal access, all in perpetuity. Upon endorsemenl. FWP would conduct nppropriate analyses. public review processes and 
negotiations. Habitat Montana funds would be the primary funding source for the project. 

Ae/ill": Ct",w,issimler T,mrlltJlle moved alld Cmmllissimler lVlllfe secllllded lire ", plioll Ilral 'Ire COlllmissioll elldtJrse tire RallIS 
cllllsen'aliml easellle,,1 prtJjecl, alltJwillg Fish, Wilt/life alld Parks ItJ prtJceed with/llrlher "'lJrk mllhis projecl. 

Commissioner Kerstein and McDonald discussed Inndowner tax credit eligibility. 

Vice-Chairmnn Stuker asked for public comment. 

Aclioll 1111 Molioll: Molil'" passed. 

19. Tiger Ridge Conservation Easement (R6) - Endorsement 
Ken McDonald. Wildlife Administrntor. explained FWP proposes to pursue the purchase or n perpetunl CE on approximately 12,300 
acres of deeded land in Chotenu and Blaine counties. The property is located in the southern foothills of the Bears Paw Mountains along 
Little Birch Creek and consists of two separate parcels eight miles apan. The larger pnrcel is approximately 10.500 acres and the smaller 
parcel is npproximatc1y 1,800 ncres. The ranch leases 1,120 acres of DNRC and BLM 1nnd. nnd is adjacent to severnl thousnnd more 
acres of public land. The rnnch provides winter range for elk, mule deer. and pronghorn antelope nnd consists of nntive prairie grassland, 
sagebrush steppe, and prairie forest habitats. 1lle entire property b located within generill silge-grouse habitilt and there arc several active 
sage~grouse leks within four miles of the property. A CE on the property would protecl and expand recreational opportunities in this 
region. and enhnnce and conserve a large tract of native habitat for the benefit of wildlife, while maintaining the trnditional ranching and 

709 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 



o 

Q 



o 

o 

Monlana Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting 
March 10, 2016 

Page 7 of7 

agricultural values of this property. Upon endorsement. FWP would conduct appropriate analysis. public review processes, and 
negotiations , Habitat Montana funds would be the primary funding source for the project. with dirc..'Clion for the Region to look for other 
funding sources. 

Actio,,; Com",issioller Kersteill mUlled alld Vice-Chairmall SllIker secollded 'lie 1110/;011 that tile C"",,,,issitm endorse Ihe Tiger Ridge 
COllservation Easement project, allowing the Departmellt to proceed ",illt/lIT/her work 011 lite project. 

Vice·Chairman Stuker asked for public comment 

Actio" 011 M'llioll: Mofioll passed. 

17. Public Comment - For Issues Not On This Agl!ndu 

Comm;ssioncr Wolfe and Director Hagcncr discussed the logistics for the April Commission meeting and tour bdng held in Dillon. 

Actioll: COlllmissimwr Ttlllrt/olle moved alld Cmllmissitmer Kersteill secollded tile motioll to atljollrlltlle meetillg. Mol/tm Passed. 
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